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Preliminary Assessment Narrative

Date: June 26, 1986
Company: Carstab
1.0.#: QHDCO00724138

Carstab Corporation, owned by Morton-Thiokol Inc., is located on 1560 West
Street in Reading, Ohio-Hamilton County. It is south of Pristine (an NPL
site) and Cincinnati Drum, east of Mill Creek, and west of the Conrail
railroad and Koenig Park. Carstab manufactures chemical additives for the
plastics and petroleum industry. The plastic additives are used in making PVC
pipes.

Several ponds were dug in 1950 for the disposal of different products. A
letter from Carstab's Plant Engineer to a former Ohio EPA employee listed the
types of materials discharged to the lagoons. These included various acids,
organic compounds, and oils (Nov. 20, 1979). The last of these ponds were
dredged and filled in 1980.

In 1980 Bi11 Barrown, a former OEPA employee, inspected the site and
discovered leachate coming out of the bank of Mi11 Creek. Samples were taken
and different organic compounds were detected. This leachate was flowing into
and contaminating Mill Creek. Monitoring wells were sampled on 6/10/80 and
heavy metals such as chromium (550 ug/1) and arsenic (270 ug/1) were detected
above Drinking Water Standards. Organic compounds were also detected in the
wells. The wells were drilled into a sand and gravel layer between two clay
layers. Contaminates attributable to Carstab were found in this upper
aquifer. There are two water-bearing formations in the Mill Creek valley
separated by impermeable gray c¢lay. Only the upper aquifer has been
contaminated by Carstab. The City of Reading's wells are screened in the
lower aquifer.

Carstab has installed a ground water collection and treatment system
consisting of a slurry wall along the northern site boundary and a french
drain collection system along the western boundary. This system intercepts
contaminated groundwater from the lagoon before it enters Mill Creek. The
water is treated before discharge to MSD.

Since Carstab has installed and maintained a groundwater recovery system which
is functioning satisfactorily, we recommend a low FIT priority. The site will
remain a medium State priority as long as remediation continues.
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